In this issue of the journal, we introduce the College of Anaesthetists of Ireland who have adopted the BJA as their official journal. The crest of the Irish College joins that of the Royal College of Anaesthetists on the cover of the journal and the Irish President joins the BJA Editorial Board.
In 1959, a Faculty of Anaesthetists was founded at the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland (RCSI). In 1998, the Faculty was superseded by a College at 22 Merrion Square, Dublin. Merrion Square is the finest example of Georgian Architecture in Dublin and this month's cover includes a picture of the College door.
The College of Anaesthetists of Ireland sustains high-quality Anaesthesia, Intensive Care and Pain Medicine through its education, training, and examination programmes. The College sets standards for training and for the organization, supervision, and counselling of trainees. British and Irish anaesthesia have been inexorably linked for many years with scientific cooperation, the movement of clinicians across borders and mutual support in professional examinations.
The first editorial of the BJA was published 90 years ago and is devoted to the necessity and advisability of organizing the anaesthetists of England, Scotland, and Ireland.
'It is a self-evident fact that anaesthetists united in one large, virile body can do much to advance the science and practice of anaesthesia, and it behoves those of us who are alive to the possibilities of unity to give the matter attention and thought'. Arguably the call for organization has been discharged by the formation of the Association of Anaesthetists of Great Britain and Ireland and subsequently the two Colleges. Adoption of the BJA by our Irish College advances the scientific agenda and the BJA editorialist would undoubtedly have approved.
In May 1960, an editorial in this journal welcomed the establishment in Dublin of a Faculty of Anaesthetists of all Ireland.
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The writer noted: 'While divided politically, the Irish unite to play rugby, golf and hockey and it is pleasing to note this unity in the newly formed Faculty'. This unity persists and the Irish College has many fellows, Council members and Examiners in Northern Ireland.
Many eminent Irish anaesthetists have trained in the UK. Dr Tommy Gilmartin (1905 -86) trained in Liverpool and London, was a founder member of the Association of Anaesthetists of Great Britain and Ireland (1932) Dr John Dundee also trained in Liverpool before returning to Queens University Belfast as a Senior Lecturer. He was a member of the foundation board of the Irish faculty and had the unique distinction of being on the board of both facilities at the same time.
In 1957, the BJA welcomed the establishment of an academic department in Belfast with John Dundee as chair 2 and the first scientific paper in the BJA from Ireland appeared the following year. The College Arms, reproduced on the front cover, were granted in December 1999.
The shield contains a semee of poppy heads; the cloud symbolizes the drift to the other side by way of haziness (unconsciousness) with the healing hand of the physician in attendance. The Supporters, in the form of dolphins, are unusual and were granted for the first time in Ireland. They are contained on the 'MacDonnell of the Glens' Coat of Arms and in heraldic terms provide a link to the administration of the first anaesthetic in Ireland by John MacDonnell, on January 1, 1847, in the Richmond Hospital, Dublin. The natural intelligence of dolphins is acknowledged. The Helmet affords protection to the Shield over which is the Harp of Ireland in the figure Nike (victory) associated with overcoming disease. The wording underneath 'Salus Dum Vigilamus' is literally translated as 'safety while we watch'-which speaks for itself.
Partnership between the Irish College and this international journal will support the academic ambitions of the Irish anaesthetic community. The Council of the College of Anaesthetists of Ireland and the BJA Board unite in saying Céad míle fá ilte (a hundred thousand welcomes) to this exciting collaboration. 
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